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The College Management team, staff and governors are all firmly committed to providing 

full accessibility for all staff, students and visitors to the entire academic provision and 

recreational facilities offered at the college. 
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1.  Location and Site 
 
The 17,645m2 GIA College is located on a single campus off Bradgers Hill Road, Luton LU2 7EW, in a 
predominantly residential area of Luton. The campus is approximately one mile north of the town 
centre and covers an area of approximately 21.8 acres. 
 
The north, east and west boundaries of the site are bounded by the rear gardens of residential 
properties on Old Bedford Road, Bushmead Road and Fairford Avenue. The southern boundary is 
bounded by Bradgers Hill Road, which provides the main entrance and exit to the site. 
 
The site is approximately 340m long (running in a north-south direction) and 260m wide (in an east- 
west direction), and slopes from a high point in the southeast corner (+127.48m Above Ordnance 
Datum) to a low point in the northwest corner (+118.83m Above Ordnance Datum). 
 
2.  Site Access, Vehicular and Transport Links 
 
2.1  Pedestrian Facilities 

The site is accessed by pedestrians from two entrances off Bradgers Hill Road and another off 
Old Bedford Road although this is only open at peak times. Highways, council maintained, 
footways approx. 2.5metres in width are provided on both sides of Bradgers Hill Road and Old 
Bedford Road.  On-site footpaths enable segregation from vehicles from both gates to the 
main College building entrance.  
Zebra crossings are in place where pedestrians have to cross vehicle access points, such as 
across the boulevard double road way and at the bottom of the ramp road where coaches and 
mini bus drop off and pick up students plus across the pathway to the Goods IN/OUT where 
delivery vehicles have to cross the path.   

 
2.2  Cycling Facilities 

The site has good cycle accessibility with a large part of the town within a 5km cycle catchment 
area. The Luton Area Cycle Guide identifies the roads surrounding the site as recommended 
on-road cycle routes. For people living as far out as Dunstable there is a cycle track alongside 
the busway that provides a safe and convenient route for cyclists to enjoy especially when 
combined with using the trails through Wardown Park to avoid the adjacent busy roads with 
no dedicated cycle paths.  
 
All riders of cycles, scooters and skateboards are required to dismount at the campus 
entrances and walk their equipment to the racks. No cycles or scooters are allowed inside the 
college building. The College provide 192 covered cycle parking spaces and 20 scooter spaces 
that have the capability of securing the bikes/scooters to them with owner supplied security 
devices. There is CCTV covering the area 24/7 and warning signage. 
Staff also have the use of a dedicated and secure covered cycle storage area located in the 
visitors car park.  
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2.3  Bus 
Several bus routes serve Old Bedford Road for arriving close to the college with bus stops on 
Old Bedford Road approximately 100m from the site entrance.  However, at peak 
beginning/end of teaching day times, stationary buses on Old Bedford Road loading and 
unloading, regularly cause gridlock on the adjacent Bradgers Hill Road that then restricts 
egress from the campus roads creating short term gridlock particularly at the end of the day. 
 
Arriva (bus company) and Luton Borough Council supported the College in providing a digital 
display to show times of buses, similar to that used at some bus stops.  It is located on the 
exterior wall adjacent to the entrance to the College building. 
 

 
2.4  Rail 

Luton has 3 railway stations on the Thameslink line.   The nearest is located within the town 
centre, approximately 1.6 miles to the south of the College site; Leagrave 2.1 miles to the west 
and Luton Parkway, which primarily serves Luton Airport, is 3.7 miles to the south. Luton and 
Luton Parkway are served by the East Midlands line.  These services give Luton good access to 
London and the South East and East Midlands. 

 
 
2.5  Road 

Visitor, student and staff vehicle access to the site is only from Bradgers Hill Road and provides 
vehicle parking as well as for goods deliveries. 
 
There are four other access points to the site with restricted vehicle access: 

• Bradgers Hill Road (South West)  
• Bradgers Hill Road (South East) – overflow car park opened for events only. 
• Old Bedford Road Pedestrian Entrance is also an emergency vehicle access road, and 

provides the Fire Service with secondary access to the site out of College opening 
hours. 

• Bushmead Road for emergency and maintenance access only. 
 
The vehicle entrance, roadways and car parks incorporate speed limiting humps to reduce the 
speed of traffic on site.  
 
There are sufficient car parking spaces on the site for normal daily operations but there is also 
an overflow car park. This is used for open evenings and major College events to avoid the 
disruption to neighbours from on-street parking. 
 

2.6  Transport Policy Approach 
Luton Sixth Form College recognises and supports the Government’s aim to create sustainable 
development and to reduce carbon emissions. It acknowledges the contribution a Green 
Travel Plan can have in meeting these aims and one of the aims of the College’s Travel Plan is 
to limit vehicular traffic in the vicinity of the site, and reduce the impact on local roads, 
residents and the environment in general. 
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The College has declared that: 

Luton Sixth Form College believes that its students and staff should travel to and from 
the College in safety, and wherever practical, by public transport, walking or cycling.  

 
The College provides a cycle to work scheme that enables employees to hire/purchase cycles 
through the College in a cost-effective way.  

 
2.7  Site Access  

There are pedestrian and vehicular approach routes through the main entrance on Bradgers 
Hill Road.  A minimum 3m wide footpath is provided on the western side of the access road, 
leading to a pedestrian crossing facility, located approximately 40m from the access junction 
with Bradgers Hill Road. The eastern footway is significantly wider at approximately 7m, 
thereby satisfying the minimum 3m requirement of Luton Council’s highways department. 
 
The gated entrance on Bradgers Hill Road, in the south west of the site, is only opened fully 
during peak times during the College day to provide additional access for pedestrians 
accessing the College from the Old Bedford Road.  
  
The gated entrance from Old Bedford Road, in the north west part of the site, is opened during 
peak times of the College day to provide access for pedestrians, cyclists and emergency 
vehicles. This reduces walking distances and improves accessibility for pedestrians 
approaching the site from the north.   
 

2.8  Car Parking and Drop Off 
Outside the college main entrances, Zig Zag line Zones have been installed by Luton Borough 
Council to support safety for all at these busy junctions.  
 
The college provide a drop off/pick up area for vehicles on campus. 
A vehicle queuing system operates at busy times to enable traffic to flow as effectively as we 
can but inevitably at peak times as volume overloads the college and adjacent roads. As with 
all busy educational establishments, the college reserves the right to request support from 
the police as required. 
 
In order to minimise walking distances from vehicular parking and drop-off facilities, the car 
park and set down point are provided at the heart of the site, with a shared drop-off area for 
vehicles. 
 
To avoid congestion, coach/minibus drop-off and parking is located off the ramp access road 
near the entrance to the student car park and a zebra crossing provided for pedestrians to 
safely cross the road to the pathway. 
 
Dedicated disabled parking bays meet existing parking standards of a minimum of five per 
cent of spaces allocated for these users and are located at the nearest point of the car park to 
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the main College entrance to minimise travel distance.  Access for pedestrians from the two 
car parks to the building entrance is via a long shallow ramped pathway. 
 
There are another 8 permit holders only parking bays positioned near to the entrances for 
staff with temporary mobility problems. These staff are given permits following a risk 
assessment with their HOFs. 
 
There are currently 274 car parking spaces allocated as follows:  
 
 Staff   152 spaces plus 5 bays for disabled  
 Student  100 spaces plus 5 bays for disabled  
 Visitor   10 spaces plus 2 bays for disabled  

 
3.  Building Access and Circulation  
 
3.1  Policy Approach 
 The College is fully aware of its responsibilities under, The Equality Act 2010 (EA2010) 
 
 The college was designed in 2007/8 and handed over for occupation in September 2010 so 

was built to satisfy the design regulations compliance at the time. This included the Approved 
Document to the Building Regulation Part M 2004 Edition and the Disability Discrimination Act 
1995 and 2005. The building passed all Building Control requirements. 
 
The Equality Act 2010 replaced all previous anti-discrimination laws with a single Act. Including 
replacing the Disability Discrimination Act(s) 1995 and 2005 (DDA). The EA2010 simplified and 
harmonised the law. 
 
It provides people who have a “protected characteristic” (of which disability is one) with 
particular rights and places duties on employers and service providers to make reasonable 
adjustments. 
 
Protected characteristics are specified in the Act. Protection from discrimination for disabled 
people applies to disabled people in a range of circumstances, covering the provision of goods, 
facilities and services, the exercise of public functions, premises, work, education, and 
associations. 

 
 The College is committed to ensuring we remain in compliance with the latest regulations and 

take seriously the moral expectations for this. Therefore we are committed to ensure that the 
range of facilities and courses provided are accessible by all, and provisions have been put in 
place to facilitate learning for people with disabilities including:- 

 
• Provision of an accessible lift serving all floors that has been upgraded to enable 

rescue of anyone requiring this from all floors in the event of a fire evacuation.  
• Wheelchair and ambulant toilet facilities 
• SE014 Physio room with hoist and electric bed  
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• Electric wheelchair charging area in SE009 
• Manual wheelchairs available for short term use 
• Compliant Ramps 
• Automatic door at the main entrance and electric gates at turnstile security barrier 
• Hearing loops, both fixed and portable 
• Mobile toilet lifter available 
• SE085 Ground DDA Toilet, Powered hoist, Electric bed, shower 
• NW196 First floor DDA toilet, powered hoist, sink 
• DDA signage 
• Special equipment and furniture including wheelchair adjustable desks 
• Lift operational access granted to students who need it. 

  
   
 Building access, egress and general circulation throughout the whole building were a key 

consideration in the design stage. Excellent disabled access is available to all areas of the 
building with corridors, openings and WC facilities all designed to meet the requirements of 
DDA and Building Regulations Approved Document Part M. 

 
3.2  Building Access 

In order to assist security and to monitor site access, a central point of arrival and reception 
is provided at the front of the building. This provides level access from the external approach, 
parking and drop-off routes. Revolving doors, with adjacent automatic pass doors to assist 
wheelchair entry, are provided at the main entrance. 
 
At the Sports Reception entrance door there is also a CCTV/Intercom. 
 
The main entrance reception desk has appropriate high and low level counter-tops, to 
facilitate communication between wheelchair-bound visitors and receptionists. An induction 
loop facility is also provided for visitors with a hearing disability. 

 
3.3  Horizontal Circulation 

 
Refer to 3.2 for the initial building access and then the ground floor facilities are on a common 
level to ease circulation.  
 
Once students and visitors are inside the building through the security turnstiles or glass gates 
they are greeted by the students Information Centre reception desk that has an accessible 
counter provision. 
 
The teaching wings are off an internal thoroughfare which is approx. 5metres wide.  Teaching 
wings are 2-storey and contain general classroom, IT computer room and science laboratory 
type spaces, with a generous 2.4metre wide central corridor to reduce congestion with escape 
doors at the ends.  
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There is a single storey refectory and the communal Learning Resources Centre (LRC) is 
located at the back of the college on the North side. 
 
The two wings at the front of the building contain specialist areas such as the PE/Performing 
Arts departments, links to the sports hall and the refectory area. These include more bespoke 
spaces, including storey-and-half internal headroom accommodation to dining, performance 
and sports areas. These specialist wings are located at the front of the building. There is a 
separate reception for out of hours or sports lettings located in the South East wing. There is 
a CCTV/intercom for visitors to gain access and a low access hatch for wheelchair users to the 
office for interaction with the staff. The out-of-hours lettings also provide access to college 
facilities to members of the local community. 
 
The central admin block accommodates the art and design curriculum department on the 
second floor level, which is the highest part of the building. 
 
The Q Study Centre within Westside SW Ground floor can be accessed by wheelchair users 
either by the external double doors at the low level or via a DDA compliant wheelchair ramp 
to access the upper level. This ramp also provides another access/egress option from the 
Westside cafeteria and from the staff patio and lounge. 
 
The streets provide simple, clear points of reference and orientation within the building and 
allow easy circulation between departments, either at ground level or along high-level balcony 
walkways suspended in each atrium at first floor level. 
 
A 5 classroom ground floor extension was constructed in 2015 that links to the South East 
wing with no changes in floor level. There is an emergency exit out from the end classroom 
direct to the external boulevard with no level changes. 
Another 5 classroom first floor extension was constructed on top in 2023 that links to the 
South East wing with no changes in floor level. There are emergency exits out from the end 
two classrooms via an external staircase leading to the external boulevard where there are no 
level changes. 
 

3.4  Vertical Circulation 
Staircases:- 
The first floor is accessed by two main feature open staircases within the reception atrium. 
There are two circulation stairs provided at the back (North) of the college building. These 
North stairs provide access to the first and second floor teaching areas and are protected 
staircases with internal refuge points and provide escape to the back fields and the emergency 
evacuation assembly area/s. 
 
There is another protected circulation and escape staircase, along with refuge point, in the 
South East wing between ground and first floor. 
 
A further staircase located in the South West wing provides for catering and Estates staff to 
access between the basement kitchen and ground floor servery. 
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Lifts:- 
Vertical circulation for wheelchair users is provided by two passenger lifts:- 
Lift 1 (ground to first floor only) is accessed directly off the main atrium on East Street. 
Lift 2 (fire lift) is located within the central administration block off West Street. 
Lift 3 is within the refectory block out of access to students as it specifically serves the kitchen 
and servery. 
 

• Lift 1 is a 1050kg 14 person electric Machine Room Less lift, providing access for 
general passenger use and disabled access serving ground to first floors. 

• Lift 2 is a 1275g 17 person electric Machine Room Less lift, serving four floors 
(basement, ground, first and second floors). It is sized to also deal with goods 
distribution to the arts department on the top floor. This lift was upgraded in 2022 to 
a fire lift specification that could enable trained staff to rescue wheelchair user people 
who are unable to transfer to an emergency evacuation chair in an emergency. 

• Lift 3 is a 1050kg 14 person electric Machine Room Less lift. This serves two floors, 
between the loading bay/goods handling area on the lower ground floor level up to 
the refectory on the ground floor. 

 
The majority of students will be expected to access the general teaching levels using the 
internal accommodation stairs. As such the normal population-based design criteria for lift 
capacity calculations are not relevant. 
 
 
Buildings upper floor extensions access:- 
The College added two classrooms in September 2013, on a mezzanine floor above the first 
floor level on top of the high ceiling ground floor Drama studio.  Consequently the floor of 
these two new rooms SE0104A and SE104B is 1400mm higher than the rest of the floor and 
as such is accessed via a 1500mm wide staircase, with 9 equal risers of 155mm and 8 equal 
goings of 50mm, which is compliant with Approved Document Part M of the Building 
Regulations.   
The College considered the inclusion of a dedicated lift between levels.  Due to the restricted 
nature of the adjacent spaces and the development area, and the minimal nature of the 
proposed extension, the College concluded that a lift was not viable in this instance. The 
College instead ensure that the curriculum timetable and classroom schedule is structured 
such that any class with a wheelchair-bound student or staff member will be undertaken in 
one of the existing accessible class rooms. The College have committed to ensure that there 
will be no specific or special facilities within these classrooms that won’t be provided 
elsewhere, in order to ensure that full accessibility to its curriculum offer is maintained. 

 
Future provision:- 
The viability of installing a stair chair lift to provide full accessibility for ambulant disabled 
occupants has been investigated and quoted by Stannah. Should this be required to support 
a member of staff or student it can be actioned in a short timeframe as already has the support 
of senior management. 
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4.  Sanitary Provision 
 
A number of disabled and ambulant disabled WC facilities are provided throughout the building. These 
are located in each of the main departmental teaching wings, in order to minimise travelling distances 
from the staff/student work areas. 
 
In September 2014 the College installed specialist access lifting hoists into two of the disabled WC 
facilities (one on the ground floor and the other on the first floor), one of which also has a shower and 
is fitted with a rise/fall bed. There are vanity screens available in two toilets should the user or carer 
need/want.2 
 
4.1  Charging Facilities 

The College has a designated area for charging electric wheelchairs and battery powered 
hoists, etc in a secure air-conditioned room off the South east corridor adjacent to the DDA 
toilet that has been fully equipped.  

 
5. External Recreational Areas 
 
The main refectory area of nearly 1000 m² provides the main recreation and dining space for staff and 
students. This is divided into separate café, formal dining and staff seating areas, to provide 
approximately 450 covers. All of these areas are located on the ground floor and provide level access 
to the whole range of facilities. 
 
Additional seats are provided for external breakout, in a series of three external terraces, which follow 
the natural slope of the land across the site. Steps and ramps are provided between each terrace, in 
accordance with Building Regulations Approved Document Parts K and M. Street furniture and lighting 
to all areas, including the refectory terraces, approach routes and entrance forecourt are in 
accordance with DDA requirements. 
 
There is a DDA ramp leading from the staff lounge patio and Q conservatory in the South West corner 
of the refectory taking staff and students down to the external terraces.   
 
The security gates that lead from the terraces to the Main Boulevard and assembly point are 
automatically unlocked when the fire alarm is initiated. 
 
There is also a paved picnic seating area on the North West side of the College accessible from the 
refectory and back access road. 
 
 
5.1  Sport Pitches/courts 

Suitable DDA access to all of the College’s sports fields and courts is provided. The tennis 
courts can be accessed via the access rampway adjacent to this area and this can also be used 
to access the South pitches. The synthetic (muga) pitch has a small ramp to access it and the 
North recreational pitches are on the level with the Fire Brigade access road. 
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6  Emergency Provision 
 
6.1  Means of Escape 

Each of the departmental wings are a maximum of 2-storeys.  All ground floor accommodation 
escapes out at ground floor level, via 1800mm wide double-doors at the end of the central 
circulation corridor. 
 
The first floor accommodation escapes down to the ground floor via the internal balconies 
and circulation stairs noted above, or via dedicated straight flight external stairs at the end of 
each departmental wing. 
 
Escape from the second floor and roof area of the central admin block is via two enclosed 
means of escape/circulation stairs, which exit to external air at ground floor level. Both stairs 
act as dedicated fire-fighting shafts and provide access to this part of the building.  
 
Access for the fire brigade is afforded to all of the main external elevations of the building at 
ground floor level. 
 
There are Refuge locations and intercom communications on all landings of the protected fire 
staircases. The refuge points intercom interface to the fire panel where the Colleges Fire Co-
ordinator will immediately attend a fire alarm initiation to listen out for anyone and needing 
assistance as per college procedures.  
 
The Central lift lobbies have intercom systems provided on the first and second floors that 
communicate with the ground floor whereby a request for rescue can be made. The lift can 
then be operated via key switch to travel to the upper floors to collect those with mobility or 
health conditions that prevent their egress via the stairs. 
 
There are refuge locations on all the iron escape staircases at the end of each teaching wing. 
the fire and evacuation chairs are provided as required to meet current regulations. 
 
The college have a small team of volunteers who carry radios and who are trained to evacuate 
people from the building using the evacuation chairs and they receive refresher training 
annually.  
 
A management plan for the evacuation of less-abled occupants from safe refuge locations 
around the building is in place as part of the College’s fire strategy procedures, which is 
compliant with all regulatory codes and has been approved by the Building Control Officer and 
the Fire Officer. 
 
The college have procedures for risk assessing students, staff and visitors with specialist 
needs, whether they be permanent or temporary illness/injury or pregnancy. Personal 
Emergency Evacuation Procedures (PEEP’s) are produced with the individual, tailored to their 
specific requirements and communicated to relevant parties.  
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Reception staff are trained to enquire of anyone they identify as potentially requiring 
assistance and an assessment is undertaken at the earliest opportunity. 

 
6.2  Fire Alarm Systems and Signage 

Fire alarms are provided throughout to relevant BS standards, with a fire alarm panel at entry 
level adjacent to the main front entrance, and repeater panel to the rear entrance into the 
street. Areas that can have noisy activities within such as music practice rooms have beacons 
as well as sounders. Appropriate statutory signage and emergency lighting is also provided to 
comply with regulations. 

 
 
7.  Basement Archive Storage 
 
The purpose of this basement space under the South side of the West block is twofold, primarily to 
store spares and furniture for the estates department and, secondly, to provide an internal 2 hour fire 
rated archive room to eliminate the need for external archive/record space in third party locations. 
The access required is only occasional for the storage and retrieval of data. 
 
The store is divided into two distinct areas with split levels.  The lower part of the storage area is at 
the same level as the external access levels and is fully accessible. The College have confirmed that 
the higher level of the store, which is only accessible by 3 steps, will be used for storage of heavy 
archive items which would normally require more than one person to lift, and would not ordinarily be 
expected to be carried by less-able bodied occupants. The College have therefore instructed that 
ramps to this higher area are not required. This is considered to be reasonable given the remote 
location of the archive store, the heavy nature of goods to be stored and the very infrequent retrieval 
requirement. 
 
8.  Flood Risk Statement  
 
The Environment Agency Flood Map shows that the Luton Sixth Form College site is not within an  
Area that is declared at risk of flooding.  
 
 
Appendix 1 Site layout plans     


